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wASHINGTON, OCT. 13, REUTER--THS STATE DEPARTMENT TODY BRANDED
TCDAY AS MIGCHIEVCUS AND CROUNDLESS REPORTS THAT AMERICAN PLAN G
AND MILITARY PERSONNEL WERE INVOLVED IN THE MIDDLE EAST WAR,
SPOKESYAN ROBERT MCCLCSKAY SAID THE REPORTS WERE RTMINISCENT CF
THE 0-CALLED "PIe LIE TECHNTOUE™ THAT WAS E PLOYED IN THE 1967
“IDDLE EAST WAR IN WHICH THE UNITED STATES WAS BLAMED,
THE SPOKESHMAN, REFLECTING ORVIOUS IRRITATION OF THE U.S.
ADYINTSTRATION, SAID THERE WAS NO TRUTH WHATSOTZVER TO REPORTS
THAT U.S. AIR FORCE PLANES WERE INVOLVED IN HOSTILITIES IN SYRIA,
OR THAT A PHANTON J5T RFEARING AMERICAN MARKINGS AND PILOTED
BY AN AMERICAN HAD REEN SHOT DOWN ON FRIDAY OVER DAMASCUS. :
LASTLY, HI SAID, THERE WAS NO INVOLVEMENT 'IN TWE FIGHTING BY
U.%, MILITARY FORCES OR PERSONNEL,
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“v0ST DISTURRING IS THAT THESE ALLEGATIONS ARE EFANsTING FROM
ARA3 QUARTERS WHERE ARAR GOVERNMENTS HAVE &SXED THE UNITED STATES
ON & MUMBER OF OCCASIONS TO BE AS FELPFUL AS THEY CAN," “CCLOSKEY
5a1D. | .

OTHER OFFICIALS NOTED THAT ALTHOUGH NO AMERICEN NMILITARY
PERSONMEL OR PLANES WERT INVOLVED IN THT WAR, THERE wAS§ LITTLE THAT
COULD BF DOME AROUT AMERICANS WHO MIGHT VOLUNTEER PRIVATELY TO
SERVE WITH ISRAEZLI FORCES.

MCCLOSKEY'S REMARKS WERE MADE AT A RARE SATURDAY NEWS PRIEFING
AT THE STATE DTPARTNENT DURING WHICH HE SAID THT RUSSIAN AIRLIFT
OF MILITARY SUPPLIES TO EGYPT AMD SYRIA WAS CONTINUING pT WHAT -
APPEARED TO BE A FAIRLY SUBSTANTIAL RATE.

VE WARNEDs "IF THIS PERSISTS, IT IS COING TO CREATE SERIOUS
DIFFICULTIES,”

\T & NEVS CONFERENCE FRIDAY, SECRETARY OF STATE MENRY KISSIN'ER
TERMED THE RUSSIAN AIRLIFT SURSTANTIAL “UT MODERATE AND INDICATED
THAT THE STAGE HaD NOT BEE RREACHED WHERE RUSSIAN 6CTION IN THE
MIDDLE £AST COILD BE COLLED IRRESPONSIFLE.
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